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The fabby-faced young man gazed
with gicomy indifference at the straw
bat foating in the mud puddle. Pres.
ently, us he observed from the corner
of his left eye thes appronch of a
bare-headed, elderly gentleman, an ex-
pression almost of intelligence dawned
upon his doughlike features.

Then, as If performing a rite, he
bent above the puddle, tenderly re
moving the hat, he wiped it carefully
with a sky-blue handkerchlef. As the
gentleman drew up smiling and puf-
fing, he presented the hat with grave
ceremony.

“Course, If it hadn't been for me"
he suggested, tentatively,

The elderly gentleman chuckled,
fumbled through his trousers pockets
and brought to light a few pleces of
gllver and & crumpled bill. He passed
the bill to the youth.

“Here, son." Bmiling cordlally he
pulled the hat more firmly over the
ears and turned in the direction of
the squoare. “Nice lad,"” he told hlm-
self, “Nice and accommodating.”

The flabby-faced young man eyed
the bili, thrust it carelessly into a
convenlent. pocket and agaln sought
the telegraph pole with his spinal col-
umn.

“Easy old gink," he mumbled

At the edge of the square the elder-
ly gentleman paused, then proceeded
toward the nearest bench, one end of
which was occupied by a small, black-
haired child and a jaded doll

The child noted bis approach with
sullen eyes. Thoughtfully she grasped
the doll and gave it a lttle shove
along the bench,

“Hello, mister.,”

The elderly gentleman peered down,
his round face beaming with good hu-
mor.

*“Well, good afternoon, slster, Golng
to let me sit beslde you, eh?"

The child nodded gravely.

The elderly gentleman seated him-
self in the indlcated spot, only to sud-
denly rise agaln, a puzzled expression
on his good-natured face.

“Bless my soul!” he ejnculated.

With & convinclng wall the child
grabbed up the doll

“Aw, mister, you squashed her!"

"Now, that's too bad,” sympathlzed
the elderly gentleman, thrmsting his
hand into a trousers pocket.

The ehild watched furtively for the
reappearance of the hand. “An' she
cost two dollars,” she gesticulated
tragleally.

‘“Never you mind,” soothed the el-
derly gentleman, drawing forth the
contents_of his pockets (there was no
bill in evidence this time). He count-
ed out four 50-cent pleces, “Here you
fre, try a brunette ome this time?
They're sald to . , . & o « »
wear better than blonds.”

The chlld pocketed the money, stared
blankly at the whimsleal face of him
whom sghe afterward termed “de eas-
fest gink I ever runned up aganinst”
and sprinted down the path,

"Bless my sonl!" murmured the el-
derly gentleman, “What a funny 1t
tle kid. What a nice litle kid!"

A few feet down from the path In
an artificlal pond a band of green-
necked ducks, gave utterance to a se-
ries of loud quacks.

Again the elderly gentleman crossed
back to Main street and turned In at
the little delicatessen on the corner.

“Got anything nice for hungry
ducks?’ he greeted the marcelled
lady across the counter,

“You ¢'n get canary seed in the drug
gtore acrosst,"” she mumbled gloomily,

His sttention centered on & plle of
ecurrant buns, “Well, now, I think I'll
have a dozen of those"

The lady across the counter count-
ed out ten buns, dropped them into
a paper bag and waiched the elderly
gentleman depart with it

“Aln’t he the easy old gink?' she
remarked nbsently to her reflection
opposite,

And the elderly gentleman, hasten-
fng back to the square, chuekled in-
wardly: “Canary seed! What a
nice, witty, young lady. Canary seed!”

He carried the buns down to the
water and watched happlly while an
oceasional duck pecked mildly at his
ofterings. Belng somewhat near-
slghted he was unaware that elght of
the ten buns sank untouched and un-
desired into the muddy bottom of the
pond. \

As he passed down Main street the
marcelled lady watched him languid-
ly throngh the window of the dell-
catessen shop. A dark-haired child,
earrying a  dilapidated blond doll,
chewed half-heartedly at a cream pufl
and stared at him with sullen eyes,
A flabby-faced young man spat gloom-
lly into a mud puddle and greeted
bim with a feeble, “Evening, Mr. Per
kins."

And the elderly gentleman, munch-
ing at the third peppermint drop,
climbed to his neat little hall room.
As he turned the key In the lock he
chuckled reminiscently: “Weren't
those ducks hungry, though? Bless
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There |5 something about the subway
—any subwagy—at @ o'clock In the
evening that puts the flnal test upon a
man's disposition. When yod see o
man bucking crowds taking a blow
from the edge of a sultease on a per-
fectly Inoffensive, homeward-bound
calf, the while a horizontal umbrella
finds a sudden resting place In the
small of his back, without retaliation,
you may know you've come &Cross &
pretty good sort of chap.

Morton Godfrey not only falled to
retallnte—he kept on whistling; per-
hops In a2 way that was a sort of
retallation, for he had no respect for
key or tempo. When he reached the
fifth note with a sweeping Intake of
breath it was s little melancholy, I
will say. But had you known what
the last twenty-four hours had offered
him_yonr hat would have been off to
s cheerful irony. A perfect day!
“Gosh, what n day!™ he sotto voced as
he dodged the swinging boots of a bun-
dled child and plunged into his ear.

The trouble began at about midnight
the night before, when the thermome-
ter dropped 20 degrees, and was car-
ried forward by the absence of the
chore man and the fallure of Morton's
glarm clock to “go off.,” A hastily
opened egg, which had bolled one min-
ute Instead of six as ordered, precipi-
tated catnstrophe, A rapid fire conver-
sation with his soul mate, in which he
suggested a destination for the new
cook which dld not conform to her
ldens of a gentleman's vocabu-
lary (and which met with the response
that the new pastry shop served a
very good breakfast), led to a rather
hasty exit minus the customary kiss,

This hurt, and Morton's first act upon
reaching the office had been to call up
the house. The bone of contentlon,
with a brogue that had a multitude of
good consonants, told him his wife had
already left for town. “Movles, OI'm
thinkin',"- the brogue said, and that
hurt maore.

If he had known that Nettle went to
town bectuse she was too unhappy to
stay at home It wonld have been salve
to -hi:'- wounded consclence, but he
dldn't know it, and at Intervals through
the long. and tortuous dny he econ-
cocted 1ittle plans for his return at
night which should at once and per-
manently dispal the cloud hanging
aloft and bring Nettle—a llttle con-
tritely—to his arms.

At 7 o'clock he ecalled the house
again, Nettie had not returned and the
compleslon of his thoughts changed
a bit. This was somethilng new, In-
deed, There was quite a touch of
Irony in his cholee of a tune,

Seated In the ear, he opened the pa-
per to the page of theatrleal announce-
ments. Of course it was nonsense, but
|# Nettle was not at home when he
reached there he belleved that he
would go hack to the ety and see some
good show.

He had worked himself up to quilte
a dramatic mood when he became con-
gelons that the car was at e stand.
gtill. He turned to the window for
idle contemplation of the figures at the
gtatlon, JIdle for but a moment,
however., Standing at the ‘news-stand
a woman's form caunght his eye. She
was short and plump, he judged, for
the ' ankle generously displayed had a
charmingly curved outline. Her arm
ghowed round, too, in the tight coat
sleeve, Her skirt was of a length
which he had to admit he had often
seathingly condemned In talks with
Nettle and her heels were—yes, they
certalnly were absurdly high. Bat
with it all there was an allure about
her, a “Je ne sals quoi" that could
not be denled. Perklest little hat he
had seen for one while and a some-
thing about the cant of her head that
suggested everything his present re-
belllous fancy demanded, If her face
lived up to the glmpse, he was
vonehsafed she must be a “winner,”
that was all.

Why not find out?

Morton sprang to the door and watch
in hand made so convinclng an appeal
that the stern guardian of the portals
swiung the lever and be jumped to the
platform. At the same Instant the
sharp elong of the gong startled the
woman at the news-stand. She turned
swiftly and Morton found himself
beaming expectantly into the face of
his own wife.

The story in his eyes was one any
woman could read and not knowing
anything nbout the fasclnatlng vision
which had Insplred it,
brightly and sparkled at him quite as
he had hoped the vision might,

“What on earth are you dong at
this statlon at this time?" she asked.

“Oh! I don't know, I thought I might
meet you.”

“How dld you recognize me so
quickly fronr behind?

“T knew your hat,” he lled juantily.

“That's Just what T was thinking of.

. I only bought it about two hours ago.

That's certainly one on you"

“Here's our car. Come alongl!” he
countered, and sliding his hand into
her arm, he skipped with her down
the erowded platform,

As they entered thelr own door,
“What's that thing you're trylng to
whistle? Nettle asked.

“That? Oh, that's the thing they
play nt the movies, isn't it?" And
ghamelessly below pltch he sang,
*Thisis-the end of-u per-fect day!"

300 British Nurses Died in War,

Three hundred women nurses of

Great Britain dled while serving in
!hj‘rorldnr.

she blushed |

Dealer in Choice Beef, Veal, Pork, Mutton, Lamb:
Ham, Bacon, Corned Beef, Tongues, Lard, Ete.

Fish on Friday.  Cash Paid for Poultry and fides
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MEAT
MARKET

Oldest Market in the County

Choose Occupation Carefully.

When you have found your place
von will know It, and everybody else
will know It. There will be no doubt
ahout it. If you are where you belong,
you will be strong, resourceful, origlh
nal; you will be contented und happy.
and at least comparatively successful.
(Choose that occuprtion which will eall
out the man in you, that which will de-
velop your greatest strength and sym.
metry of manhood, personal nobility.
Manhood 1s greater than wenlth and
grander than fame. Personal nobility
is greater than any calling or any re-
ward that it ean bring—Orison Swett
Marden in Chleago News.

Overwelghted Dog.

There {8 o farmer in Virginia who
for a long tlme good naturedly com-
plled with the requests of amateur
hunters for the loan of his dog. Final-
ly, however, the farmer's patience was
exhausted and he thus dellvered him-
self to a man who asked for the dog
one day: “See here, my friend, there
wasn’'t a better water dog living until
vou shootlng gents took to borrowing
him. Now his hide Is so full of shot
that he'd sink to the bottom like a
brick."—Philadelphin Ledger,

To Get Rid of Red Ants.

The following Is recommended by
the linited States Department of Ag-
ricuiture; Make a sirup of ordinary
cune sugar and water, rather thino,
with the addition of not more than
three-fourths of 1 per cent sodlum
arsenate, which Is polson. Saturmte
<mall sponges with the slrup and
place shout where the ants are found.
[hey ecarry the mixture to thelr nests
and feed it to their young and queens,
whicn eventually destroys the colony.

_ . - —
Safety First

Preparatory to showing Charlie his
new sister, his father sald, *What do
you sny to getting a new baby at our
house, sonny Charlie thought a
moment and then sald, “We'd better
he careful, daddy; let's just rent one
til we see how we like It, for Billy
(Chorlle's ¢hom) says he 1s tired of
nig; it yells all the time*

—

Value of Educatlon.

The most important thing one can
acquire In school is not the Informa.
tion gnined but the habit of siudy es
tablished, With a mind trained te
study one has the ability to work at
the solution of the problems which
‘come up in life. Bducation gives one
comprehension while lack of tralning
causges bewllderment,

Where She Caught It

Little Mildred had often heen told
that she had halr and eyes just like
her mother's. One day she was play.
Ing on the street when a lady spoke
to her and remarked pleasantly : “What
pretty red hair you have” “Yes"™
glibly answered Mlildred, “I caught It
from mother.”

Independence of Solitude,

It Is easy to live in the world after
the world's oplnion, it Is ensy lo solls
tude to live after your own, but the
great man is he whe In the midst of
the throng keeps with perfect sweets
ness the Independence of solitude.—
Emerg,on.

Slgn of Equality.

Parallel lines of equnal length as the
sign of equallty were first adopted by
Rtobert Records, who wrote a book on
algebra In 15657

The mame w on the poneil

The pencil with the
rifled tip. Lead is held
firmly by the tip and
is finely grooved as it
passes through.

The grip of the tip
will not slip.

Get your EVER-
SHARP f{rom our
complete stock today.
Made in many styles
-and sizes. YourEVER-
SHARRP is here,
Aprice for every purse.

50c to $65.00.

Sold by

Dealer’s name and
. address )

.'I.J.'E."

GRANDHOMME

A Hartford
covers

FODDER

The feed for your cattle is in-
cluded in a Hartord farm in-

surance policy.

It covers [all farm buildingh, house-
hold goods, provisions, fuel and per-
sonal effects, grain, seeds, bay, straw
and fodder, il kinds of stock feed,
farm tools, implements and machin-
ery, harness and similar equipment,
vehicles, horses, ;mules, cattla, sheep
and hogs, againet the hazards of fire,
lightning, tornadoes, cyclones and
windstorms. You may aleo buy pro-
tection against heilstorms in conec-
tion with the above liberal coverage.

STOP TAKING CHANCES
This is a Hartford Agency

H. B. POTTS, Ironton, Mo.

DR. E.R. ZIMMER
Dentist

IRONTON, MO.

Farm Policy

IN Home Office at irregular int
Will give notice of dates
paper,

vals,
this

HOT
EUROPEAN PLAN
Extends Courteous
Hospitality and Service
Room with Bath $2.50 up
without $2,00 up

This Building its Fourth Home

has been Thoroughly Modernized

MEVERELL L. GQOD, Gensral
DICK WALTON-D.WOODWORTH, Assts

CARPENTER, CABINET WORK,

REPAIRING,
PAINTING AND VARNISHING

J. L. TONG

PEONE Tbw  ARCADIA, MO
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GRAND AVENUE BANK

OF ST. LOUIS, MO. )

(rand Avenue and Olive Street

ORGANIZED MARCH, 1005

Capital and Surplus, $280,000.00

March 4, 1806 ?
“ 1908
lslo - - - -

S

1614 - - - -
3 1918 -~ -
“ 1818 - - - -
Nov, 17, 1919 +« « =« =
Feb, 28, 1920 = = = -
Apr._!s, 1821 -

The usual Interest Paid on

T L

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF DEPOSITS

- - - - -

2,740,220,74

Time Deposits and Savings Accoun

GEORGE W. CLARKSON, PrEsipEnT,

- $117,786.00 i . "
- - - - - lﬂ.ﬂa.ﬂ
/390,23 et |
O
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BOATMEN'S BANK

BROADWAY

ST. LOUIS, MO.

AND OLIVE

Certificates of Deposit Issued

3 Per Cent for 6 Months
4 Per Cent for 12 Moniths

A SAFE PLACE FOR YOUR
SAVINGS SINCE 1847

14

H. ADOLPH & SON

%Watches, Clocks : Jewelry

REPAIRING AN

D ENGRAVING

Terms Reasonable
Satisfaction Guaranteed
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The Various Fruits in their Season
STORE SOUTH OF COURTHOUSE SQUARE

IRONTON, MISSOURI
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M. NICHOLS :

DEALER IN

Fresh and Salted Meats

ALWAYS THE BEST.

EAMILY GROCERIES

FRESH AND PURE
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SOUR STOMACH
INDIGESTION

Thedford’s Black-Draught Highly
Recommended by a Tennessee
Grocer for Troubles Re-
sulting from Torpid
er.

——

East Nashville, Tenn.—~ The effle
{iency of Thedford's Black-Draught, the
genuing,
vouched for by Mr. W. N, Parsons, &
grocer of this city. “It 1s without
doubt the best llver medicine, and I
don't believe I could get along withont
it I take it for sour stomach, head-
ache, bad liver, Indigestion, and all
other troubles that are the result of
& torpid liver.

“T have known and used it for years,
and can and do highly recommend It
to every one. I won't go to bed with-
out it In the houss, It will do all it
z_lt'.lnutodo. I can't say enough for
1" - '

Many other men and women through-

out the country have found Black-
Draught just as Mr Parsons describes

to

herb, lver medicine, fs|

The Ford car can well

delivery.

FLETCHER

AUTHORIZED
IRONTON - -

Fora

THE UNIVERSAL CAR

car,” because there are more than 3,000,000 of
them in daily operation. That is about four
to one of the nearest follower in the motor car
industry. This would not be so if the Ford car
!md not for sixteen years proven its superiority
in service, in durability, and in the low cost for
operation and maintenance; this would not be
aolf'the Ford car was not so'easy tounderstand,
so simple in construction that anybody and
everybody can safely drive it. Let us have
yourtorder for one now to avoid delay in

be called the “peoples’

& BARGER

'DEALERS _
- MISSOURL
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